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tnéir former hub.rﬁe- range The status of the species is classified by IUCN as seriousl)';
endangered (Appendix | of CITES)

The Parque Nacional Yasuni covers an area of 982.000 ha. It is situated in the
Province of Napo and is the largest protected area in Ecuador. Its boundary in the
north is formed by the river Napo and in the south by the river Curaray rising in the
Anden mountain chain. The rivers Yasuni, Cononaco, Nashino and Tiputini flow

through the Parque Nacional Yasuni.

To date, very few investigations on the abundance and ecology of the Giant Otter have
been carried out in the wild, and no study of this kind has been done in Ecuador.
There are only occasional records of solitary animals or small groups, most of which
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4) DIET ANALYSIS
Scats will be collected from all the latrines and analysized in detail at the laboratory in

order to determine the diet composition and to detect toxic substances such as heavy
metal pollution. Fish will be caught in the river for a later identificaton which will be
done by specialists. The scales of the riverine fish will then be compared to the ones
found in the scat to give an accurate account of the fish species in their diet.

At the first trip= April 1997, a group of 5 Giant Otters was sighted and observed.

First results of the project may be published in the next issue.
Many thanks to Elke Staib and Christof Schenck for their support.

SOUTH AMERICAN NETWORK FOR GIANT OTTERS
The start of the Giant Otter project in Ecuador was connected with the proposal to
establish a network for the conservation and protection of Giant Otters for whole

South America.
The aim of the network lies in the cooperation between organisations and scientists

_".l..:___. ._.:'f-‘:...—.._.-‘- ﬁ“.ﬁ.—

waorkine on the nrot=




